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West Virginia Antibiotic Awareness initiative expands
resources, research
NOVEMBER 9, 2022
The West Virginia Antibiotic Awareness initiative at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine
has received additional funding to support its efforts to encourage appropriate antibiotic use in
the state of West Virginia.

Through a new $374,000 grant from Pew Charitable Trusts, the West Virginia Antibiotic
Awareness initiative will develop a statewide dashboard, or method of feedback, for West
Virginia Medicaid providers who prescribe antibiotics to children. Provider feedback will be
based on antibiotic prescribing guidelines by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), which have proven effective in various
health care organizations.
This pilot program aims to increase guideline-concordant antibiotic prescribing while reducing
unnecessary antibiotic exposure, which has been linked to numerous potential adverse effects. In
conjunction with ongoing work with the West Virginia Department of Health and Human
Resources (WV DHHR), the pilot program will be supported by statewide educational outreach
activities to help empower providers with the most updated information about antibiotic use.
Particular focus will be placed on the contributing sociodemographic and geographic factors that
influence prescribing within the state.
Led by Marshall’s pediatric infectious disease experts, Assistant Professors Jacob T. Kilgore,
M.D., M.P.H., and Mariana Lanata, M.D., the West Virginia Antibiotic Awareness initiative was
launched in May 2022 through a WV DHHR grant. Their work has already culminated in
numerous local, regional and statewide presentations as well as a publication detailing their work
to date in the Journal of Pediatrics Infectious Diseases Society (JPIDS), a premier pediatric
infectious diseases journal. However, Kilgore and Lanata are most passionate about the potential
positive impact this work can have on the children of West Virginia.
“West Virginia consistently ranks first nationally for per capita antibiotic prescription rates in
both pediatric and adult outpatient populations,” Kilgore said. “However, we know our providers
are working tirelessly to serve the children of our state. Our hope is to team up with these pillars
of our medical community to help maximize the care we can offer.”
“Antibiotics are an incredible tool for medical providers and help us save so many lives;
however, many infections, such as viruses, are not caused by bacteria, and in those scenarios,
antibiotics are not needed or helpful,” Lanata said. “These are sometimes tricky to tell apart. To
avoid the emergence of antibiotic resistance and limit adverse effects in our patients, we all need
to use antibiotics cautiously. We truly want to serve as a tool for our community to help keep
West Virginia wild, wonderful and well!”
Additional information about the West Virginia- Antibiotic Awareness initiative is available at
https://jcesom.marshall.edu/wv-antimicrobial-awareness. The website also includes resources for
health care providers and patients, including management summaries for common outpatient
antibiotic uses and more.

School of Theatre to present ‘Our Town’
NOVEMBER 9, 2022
The School of Theatre and
Dance will present Our Town,
by Thornton Wilder, at 7:30
p.m. Nov. 9-12 and Nov. 16-19
in the Joan C. Edwards
Performing Arts Center’s
Francis-Booth Experimental
Theatre. There also is a
Saturday matinee at 2 p.m. on
Nov. 12.
Our Town tells the story of two
families in the small town of Grover’s Corners in three acts: “Daily Life,” “Love and Marriage”
and “Death and Eternity.” Performed with minimal props and sets, the play portrays the daily
lives of the Webb and Gibbs families as their children fall in love, marry and — in one of the
most well-known scenes in American theatre – pass away.
Marshall Theatre Professor Jack Cirillo is directing Our Town and said this particular play has
been a part of his life as long as he’s been working in American theatre.
“It is my north star, my gold standard and the reason why I love the art form so much,”
Cirillo said. “And it is, in my estimation, one of the best plays ever written. Like most great
works, the beauty of this play is in its simplicity.”
Cast members include Michael Martin, Caelum Burgess, Noah Ritchie, Kendra Williams, Nikki
Riniti, Jimi Lee, Gavin Spiewak, Sierra Lutz, Menis Ketchum, Eliza Aulick, Seth Cunningham,
Samantha Phalen, Camden Gleason, Harper Aulick and Ruben Artiles.
Tickets are free for students with a valid MU ID, $20 for general admission, and $15 for seniors
age 60 and older and for Marshall employees. For tickets, call 304-696-ARTS.
The production is sponsored by the School of Theatre and Dance in the College of Arts and
Media.

A.E. Stringer Writers Series continues Nov. 10
NOVEMBER 9, 2022
Marshall’s A.E. Stringer
Visiting Writers Series will
continue Thursday, Nov. 10, at
7:30 p.m. in the Shawkey
Dining Room of the Memorial
Student Center, with readings
by Dr. Forrest Roth and Dr.
Tony Viola.
The two fiction writers and
Marshall English faculty
members will present readings
from their new titles: Roth’s
collection, Skeletal Lights from
Afar; and Viola’s novel, All Lies Begin with Truth. The event is free and open to the public and
can be accessed online at www.marshall.edu/livestream and
at www.facebook.com/stringervwsmu.
Roth is also the author of a novella, Line and Pause, a prose poem chapbook, The Sullen
Pages, and a novel, Gary Oldman is a Building. Roth’s short fiction has appeared in Noon,
Denver Quarterly, Juked, Columbia Journal, Trnsfr, and other journals.
Viola is also the author of the novel The Art of Death. His short fiction has appeared in Pleiades,
Gulf Coast, The Connecticut Review, Aethlon: Journal of Sports Literature, and Five 2 One
Magazine. One of Viola’s stories was listed in “100 Other Distinguished Stories” in Best
American Short Stories, and another story received a Pushcart Prize Nomination.
Dr. Rachael Peckham, professor of English and coordinator of the Stringer Visiting Writers
Series at Marshall, organized the reading.
“It’s always a pleasure to be able to celebrate new books by our own faculty,” Peckham said,
“and Forrest Roth and Tony Viola are two seasoned fiction writers and no strangers to the A.E.
Stringer Visiting Writers Series. I know it’ll be a well-attended and enjoyable reading for all.”
The A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers Series is sponsored by the College of Liberal Arts and the
Department of English. For more information visit https://www.marshall.edu/english/vws/.

HIV testing and immunization event scheduled for Nov. 10
NOVEMBER 9, 2022
Marshall Health, in collaboration with the Cabell-Huntington Health Department (CHHD),
the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources (WV DHHR), Harmony House
and Ebenezer Medical Outreach, will offer free and confidential HIV testing Thursday, Nov. 10,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the health department at 703 7th Ave. in Huntington. Free COVID-19,
flu and Monkeypox vaccinations will also be available.
The testing is free, confidential and quick; insurance will not be billed. No appointments are
necessary. There is no age restriction for the confidential HIV tests (parental consent is not
required by law).
“According to the CDC, everyone should get tested for HIV between the ages of 13-64 as part of
maintaining routine health. Those at higher risk need more frequent testing,” said Andrea
Lauffer, M.D., Marshall Health physician and assistant professor at the Marshall University Joan
C. Edwards School of Medicine. “We are proud to offer this event in conjunction with our
wonderful community partners so that we can keep the people of Huntington healthy.”
HIV is a virus that can lead to acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) if not treated. HIV
is preventable and those at high risk may benefit from taking medication known as pre-exposure
prophylaxis, or PrEP. HIV/AIDS cannot be cured, but it can be treated. Getting tested is the only
way to find out if you have HIV. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
about one in seven people with HIV in the U.S. do not know that they are infected.
For more information, contact CHHD at 304-523-6483.

Distinguished lecturer in geology to visit Marshall Monday
NOVEMBER 9, 2022
Dr. Emily Stewart (left) of Florida State University’s
Department of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric Science is
an MSA (Mineralogical Society of America)
Distinguished Lecturer, who will visit Marshall Nov. 14.
Her presentation, “The Intertwined Fates of Lithospheric
Carbon and Life on Earth,” will be at noon Monday,
Nov. 14, in Room 101 of the Biotechnology Science
Center. The lecture is sponsored by the Mineralogical
Society of America and the MU Geology Club. All are
welcome.

Faculty/Staff Appreciation Game to take place Monday
evening
NOVEMBER 9, 2022
MARSHALL UNIVERSITY FACULTY/STAFF APPRECIATION GAME!
Men’s Basketball Game Information
OPPONENT: Tennessee Tech
WHEN: Monday, Nov. 14, at 7 p.m.
WHERE: Cam Henderson Center
www.herdzone.com
The season opening Marshall Men’s Basketball vs. Tennessee Tech game set for Monday, Nov.
14, at 7 p.m. has been designated as the annual Marshall University faculty and staff appreciation
game!

All Marshall University staff and faculty can stop by the Marshall Ticket Office to receive two
(2) complimentary game tickets.
The ticket office is located in the Henderson Center directly across from the 3rd Avenue parking
garage. Enter the Henderson Center on 3rd Avenue at street level through the double glass doors
under the garage walkway.
One individual is permitted to bring multiple coworker IDs with them for ticket pick-up.
The ticket office must have either the physical or digital Marshall University issued ID for each
employee – a 901 number or other ID is not permitted.
The deadline to pick-up the complimentary tickets is Monday, Nov. 14, at 4 p.m.
For all questions, please contact the Marshall Ticket Office at 800-THE-HERD during normal
office hours (M-F, 9-4).
We look forward to seeing you at the Henderson Center!
GO HERD!

Music faculty to present violin, cello and classical guitar
recital
NOVEMBER 9, 2022
The Marshall University School
of Music will present a string
area faculty recital at 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 14, in the Jomie
Forum of the Jomie Jazz Center,
located next to the Joan C.
Edwards Performing Arts
Center.
The recital features
performances by faculty
musicians, including Dr.
Elizabeth Reed Smith on violin, Dr. Şölen Dikener on cello and Dr. Júlio Ribeiro Alves on
guitar. Attendees can enjoy chamber music works for guitar, violin and cello, including
compositions by Eespere, Mirto, Montgomery, Mourat and Caliendo.

“This recital program will feature unique chamber music works by contemporary composers,
whose music is vital, expressive and original,” Dikener said.
The concert is free and open to all, sponsored by the School of Music in the College of Arts and
Media.

Marshall to present Trombone Ensemble, Tubonium concert
NOVEMBER 9, 2022
The School of Music will
present the Trombone
Ensemble and Tubonium in
concert at 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 14, in Smith
Recital Hall.
The groups will perform a
variety of music, ranging
from classical and folksong
arrangements to music of the
present.
“We are especially pleased to feature compositions and arrangements by some of our own
students,” said Dr. Michael Stroeher, professor of low brass at Marshall.
The event is free and open to all, with sponsorship by the School of Music in the College of Arts
and Media.

Cure family establishes medical school scholarship for
southern West Virginia students
NOVEMBER 9, 2022
Dr. Robert J. “Rob” and Suzanne J. Cure have
established a new endowed scholarship at the
Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine in memory of his parents, Sidney “Sid”
and Maria Cure, and honors Rob’s southern West
Virginia roots.
Rob Cure, a native of Gary, West Virginia, in
McDowell County, is a graduate of Mount View
High School. He graduated from the Joan C.
Edwards School of Medicine in 1998. He
completed his diagnostic radiology residency at
the Medical College of Georgia in Augusta,
Georgia, and is board certified in diagnostic radiology. He returned to West Virginia and joined
Radiology Inc., in 2003, and provides radiology services at Mountain Health Network’s
hospitals. He also serves as chief of the department of radiology at Three Rivers Medical Center
in Louisa, Kentucky. He served as president of the School of Medicine Alumni Association from
2020 to 2022.
Suzanne Cure is a Barboursville, West Virginia, native who graduated from West Virginia
University in Morgantown with a bachelor’s degree in business administration. She went on to
train in the cytotechnology program at Cabell Huntington Hospital and is a board-certified
cytotechnologist, working previously for LabCorp in Charleston, West Virginia; Lexington
Medical Center in Columbia, South Carolina; and University Hospital in Augusta, Georgia.
“Suzanne and I returned to Huntington nearly two decades ago so that I could begin my practice
of medicine, always knowing that home is where all roads would lead,” Rob Cure said. “We
chose to support students from southern West Virginia because I take great pride in my heritage
and origin from this underserved area that forms the true backbone of the state. I also wanted to
pay homage to parents who gave me the strength, courage and determination to fulfill my dream
of becoming a physician.”
The Dr. Robert J. and Mrs. Suzanne J. Cure Scholarship is designated for an entering medical
student from McDowell County, West Virginia, with second preference to a student from
Mercer, Mingo or Wyoming counties in West Virginia, and third preference to a student from
Boone or Logan counties in West Virginia. Kailey Stuart, a first-year student from Williamson,
West Virginia, is the first recipient of the scholarship. Stuart has a Bachelor of Science in
biological sciences from Marshall University and has participated in the Energy Express

AmeriCorps program for underprivileged children in her hometown for two consecutive
summers.
For more information or to make a gift to the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, please
contact Linda Holmes, director of development and alumni affairs, by phone at 304-691-1711 or
by e-mail at holmes@marshall.edu. For news and information about the Joan C. Edwards
School of Medicine, follow us on Twitter @MUSOMWV, like us on Facebook or
visit jcesom.marshall.edu.

Birke Art Gallery to move downtown to Visual Arts Center,
host a grand re-opening celebration
NOVEMBER 9, 2022
Marshall University’s
School of Art and Design
is relocating its Birke Art
Gallery from Smith Hall
to the Visual Arts Center
in downtown Huntington
and is hosting a grand reopening celebration from
5 to 8 p.m. Wednesday,
Nov. 16. It takes place at
927 Third Ave. and is
free and open to all.
The Birke Art Gallery
opened in 1977 and was
the main gallery for the
School of Art and Design until 2014, when the Visual Art Center was opened in downtown
Huntington. It was named for Helen Birke, an ardent supporter of the arts in West Virginia who
served as director of the Huntington Galleries, a member of the West Virginia Arts and
Humanities Council, the Marshall Foundation Board of Directors, and founder and sponsor of
the Birke Fine Arts Symposium.
The Birke gallery will re-open in the space that became available after the Brad D. Smith
Business Incubator merged with the Center for Entrepreneurship and Business Innovation
(iCenter), now located in the Lewis College of Business’s Corbly Hall and soon to be located in
the Brad D. Smith Center for Business Innovation, which is under construction.
The move consolidates three galleries within the Visual Art Center and the School of Art and
Design: the Birke Art Gallery, the Charles W. and Norma C. Carroll Gallery and the Student
Gallery. The re-opening celebration will feature the work of School of Art and Design students
in all three galleries.
“When the move was announced, it energized the School of Art and Design and strengthened our
commitment as a cultural voice for Marshall University, Huntington, and the Tri-State region,”
said Dr. Mark Zanter, interim director of the School of Art and Design.
The first exhibit on display in the new Birke Art Gallery location will be Foundations Review:
Selected Student Works, on view Nov. 16 through Dec. 1. Those students who have completed

the Foundations Review process will display the best examples of artwork made during this
period of intensive skill acquisition. Visitors to this exhibition will see a convergence of
everything art students learn to do. There will be ceramics, sculpture, painting, drawing,
photography, printmaking and everything in between.
Foundations Review: Selected Student Works will also include a reception for this exhibit Nov.
16 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Awards will be announced at 5:30 p.m. Refreshments will be served, and
all are welcome.
“One of the exciting things about this move is that the new Birke Art Gallery has windows, giant
windows facing Third Avenue,” said Jamie Platt, director of galleries for the School of Art and
Design. “Passersby will at last be able to glimpse from the street the vibrant creative atmosphere
inside the Visual Arts Center. Once they see it, they’re going to want to come in and see it up
close, and they can!”
Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. Call 304-696-7929 for more
information. For more information about the School of Art and Design,
visit www.marshall.edu/art.

HR to present virtual workshop on Social Security benefits
NOVEMBER 9, 2022
A FREE virtual workshop on Social Security/Medicare
Are you interested in learning more about Social Security and Medicare benefits? Please join us
for a virtual seminar on November 17, 2022.
•
•
•
•
•
•

When are you eligible to receive retirement benefits?
How does early retirement affect your benefits?
Do you qualify for disability, survivors, and spouse benefits?
How do you get the most from your benefit?
What is the future of Social Security?
When should you file for Medicare?

Speaker: Kimberly Stephens, Public Affairs Specialist
Location:

MS TEAMS – “Register Here”

Date:

Thursday, November 17, 2022

Time:

(1st Session: 10am – 12pm) (2nd Session: 1pm – 3pm)

Learn how to use my Social Security online account and other online services:
You should go to www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount to create a my Social Security account
and print out your Social Security Statement before attending the workshop.

RCBI-born business lands Northrop Grumman contract
NOVEMBER 9, 2022
Defense and aerospace industry leader
Northrop Grumman is creating opportunities
for small manufacturers, including veteranowned and disadvantaged businesses in West
Virginia and surrounding areas.
Representatives from Northrop Grumman
recently participated in a Small Business
Outreach Expo organized by the AIM Higher
Consortium, a U.S. Department of Defensefunded initiative to connect manufacturers in
the region to the military supply chain
Tad Robinette, owner of Liberty Hill
Company, a service-disabled veteran-owned
small business in Huntington, is the first small manufacturer in West Virginia to be awarded a
Northrop Grumman contract as a result of the expo. He secured a deal to manufacture weapons
system components for Northrop Grumman’s facility at Rocket Center in West Virginia’s
Eastern Panhandle.
“The Small Business Outreach Expo was pivotal in educating Liberty Hill in the requirements
needed to become a supplier,” said Derek Scarbro, deputy director of Marshall University’s
Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI), which is a member of the AIM Higher Consortium. “Following
the expo, RCBI worked with Tad to complete new supplier documents quickly and secure the
contract.”
Robinette is relatively new to manufacturing. He was introduced to computer-numerical-control
(CNC) machining 18 months ago as part of a free RCBI apprenticeship program for military
veterans, which he followed up with more advanced machinist training at RCBI. That spurred
him to start his own business, which he has scaled by leveraging the shared manufacturing
technology available at RCBI.
Most impressively, Scarbro said, Liberty Hill quickly established all 110 controls of the NIST
800-171 requirements, a key cybersecurity compliance measure required by defense contractors.
“Northrop Grumman understands the importance of working with small diverse businesses and
continues to grow the defense industrial base and increase the military supply chain right here in
the Mountain State,” said Adrienne Royce, a supply chain manager at Northrop Grumman.

Liberty Hill is committed to demonstrating the ability of the emerging company to deliver on its
commitment to provide precise, high-quality parts consistently and on time, Robinette said.
“I feel honored that Northrop Grumman took a chance on a small West Virginia company like
mine,” Robinette explained. “I realize that I have to prove myself, and that’s exactly what I
intend to do.”
———Photo: With assistance from Marshall University’s Robert C. Byrd Institute, Tad Robinette not
only started Liberty Hill Company, his own metalworking business, but he secured a contract to
manufacture weapons system components for Northrop Grumman, one of the nation’s largest
Defense contractors.

Coronavirus Statistics:
New Cases Since Oct. 25, 2022
Students: 0
Faculty: 1
Staff*: 0
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.)
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, Pleasant
Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care.
The most recent information is always available at www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/dashboard.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Nov. 16, 2022. Please send items
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Nov. 14, 2022.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following
link: www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/November-9-2022.
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